
TOPIC 7—HOUSING 

Urugo Rwawe 
Birakenewe kugira inzu yawe n’abawe, ikomeye, isa neza, itekanye kandi itazimvye. 
Utegerezwa kuyigirira isuku kandi ukayifata neza. Ibi bikurikira bizogufasha mu kuyifata 
neza. 

Your Home 
A safe, clean, and affordable 
home for you and your family 
is very important. It is your 
responsibility to keep your 
apartment clean and in good 
condition. This information 
will help you do that. 

Amajambo nkenerwa mu vy’uburaro 
Uwukota n’umuntu canke abantu bariha 
amahera buri kwezi kugirango babe mu 
nzu. Wewe uri uwukota. Uwukotesha ni 
nyene iyo nzu kandi niwe ayubakisha canke 
ayisubiramwo hagize icononekara. 

Housing Terms 
A tenant is the person or persons paying 
money to live in the apartment or house. 
You are a tenant. A landlord is the person 
who owns the apartment or house, rents the 
space to you, and is in charge of the building. 
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Amajambo nkenerwa mu vy’uburaro 
Urupapu rwo gukota ni urupapuro rwemewe n’amategeko, rwemeza ko habaye 
umwumvikano hagati y’uwukota n’uwukotesha. Iyo uwukota asinye uru rupapuro rwo gukota 
aba yemeye ko azoriha amahera buri kwezi kandi ko azoguma aba muri iyo nzu mukiringo 
cemeranijwe. 

Housing Terms 
A lease is a legal document 
between a tenant and a landlord.  
When the tenant signs a 
lease he or she agrees to pay 
a monthly rent and live in the 
apartment for a certain period 
of time. 

Amajambo nkenerwa mu vy’uburaro 
Amahera y’imfata kibanza n’amahera uwukota ariha uwukotesha. Aya mahera akoreshwa 
mugihe hagize ikintu cononekara mu nzu mugihe uwukota akiri mu nzu. Arashobora kandi 
gukoreshwa mugihe uwukota yimutse atarishe amahera yose. 

Housing Terms 
A security deposit is money the 
tenant pays the landlord. This money 
covers damages that may occur 
while the tenant is renting or covers 
any unpaid rent the tenant owes the 
landlord. 
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Inzu yawe 
Imbere yuko wimukira mu nzu, wewe canke uwuriko aragufasha mutegerezwa 
kuraba neza mu nzu mukaraba ko ata kintu cononekaye canke ko ata kintu 
gitegerezwa gusubirwamwo. Ibi bizogufasha kuronka amahera watanze y’imfata 
kibanza mugihe wimutse. 

Your Apartment 
Before you move in, you or your 
case manager should walk through 
the apartment with your landlord to 
identify any damage or things that 
need fixing. This will help you get your 
security deposit back when you move 
out. 

Kugirira isuku inzu yawe 
Kubura mu nzu yawe n’imiburiburi rimwe mw’iyinga ukoresheje ikintu bita “vacuum cleaner” 
gikwega uducafu. Koresha umukubuzo canke igikoropesho ahantu hari imbaho canke 
hadashashe amatapi. Hagize igiseseka hasi, hanaguza amazi n’isabune ubwo nyene. 

Maintaining Your Apartment 
At least once a week, clean your 
apartment with a vacuum cleaner.  
Use a broom and mop to clean 
floors that do not have carpet. 
Clean up spills with soap and 
water immediately. 
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Kubika Ibikoreshwa vy’Isuku 
Shingura kure y’ibiribwa ibintu vyose 
bikoreshwa mu koza. Kandi gerageza ubike 
ivyo bintu vyo koza, aho abana badashobora 
kubishikira kuko babimize birashobora 
kubagwaza. 

Storing Cleaning Products 
Store cleaning products away from food. 
Make sure cleaning products are stored in a 
place where children cannot get to them as 
they can make children sick if ingested. 

Amatapi be no hasi mu nzu 
Kura ibirato imbere yo kwinjira mu nzu kugira ngo hasi hagume hasa neza. Ugumije inzu 
isa neza bituma imbeba n’utundi dukoko bitaza mu nzu. Bituma umuryango wawe ugira 
amagara meza kandi birafasha mu gusubizwa amahera y’imfata kibanza mu gihe wimutse. 

Carpets and Floors 
Remove shoes when you enter your 
apartment to help keep the carpets and 
floors clean. Keeping your apartment 
clean will help prevent attracting bugs 
and mice. It will also help your family 
stay healthy and help you get your 
security deposit back when you move 
out. 



Imeza, Intebe, Uburiri be n’Akabati 
Ibikoresho vyo mu nzu nk’intebe n’imeza n’ivyiwawe, ushobora kubigumya uramutse 
wimutse. Ubifashe neza birashobora kuramba. Igisha abana gufata neza ibintu vyo 
munzu. Ntiburire canke ngo basimbire ku ntebe no kumeza. 

Furniture 
Furniture is your property to keep when you 
move out. It will last a long time if you keep 
it nice. Teach children to be careful of the 
things in the apartment. Do not climb or 
jump on the furniture! 

Imeza, Intebe, Uburiri be n’Akabati 
Ntutore ngo uzane mu nzu ibikoresho usanze bataye hanze kw’iyarara. Birashobora 
kuzana udukoko n’izindi ngorane munzu, naho vyoba bisa nk’ibikomeye. 

Furniture 
Do not bring furniture that you 
find outside near the trash into 
your apartment. Even if it looks 
like it is in good condition, it may 
have bugs or other problems. 

TOPIC 7—HOUSING 
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Amashiga yawe 
Mu nzu yawe, igikoni n’ahantu hahambaye hakwiye kwama hasa neza. Mu gikoni hariho 
ibikoresho vyinshi, bimwe murivyo utari bwabone. 

Your Kitchen 
An important area of your 
apartment to keep clean is the 
kitchen. The kitchen has many 
appliances, some that may be 
new to you. 

Iziko ryatswa n’umuyagankuba 
canke umwuka bita gazi 
Iyo mu guteka ushize isafuriya hejuru 
ku mashiga y’iziko, koresha umuriro 
mukeyi uwongereze bikenewe. Iyo 
utanguye guteka n’umuriro mwinshi 
bishobora gutuma uzigiza ivyokurya 
canke ico utetsemwo. 

The Stove 
When cooking food on top of the stove, 
always begin on low or medium heat 
and then adjust. If you begin on high 
heat, you may burn the food or pan. 
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Aho kokereza (Ifuru) 
Shira umuriro waho kokereza ku bipimo vy’ubushuhe 350 canke 400 mu guteka canke 
kwotsa inyama canke imikate. Ushize kuri “broil” uba uriko urakoresha urubeya. Iziko rica 
rishuha cane bigatuma ivyo kurya bizigira n’ingoga. 

The Oven 
To use the oven to cook food, or bake 
meat or bread, place the dial on 350 
to 400 degrees Fahrenheit. The 
“broil” setting uses flames to cook 
food. It becomes very hot and can 
quickly burn your food. 

Kwoza Aho Kokereza (Ifuru) hamwe n’Iziko 
Hanagura ibisesetse mw’ifuru no kuziko ubwo nyene bigihora. Oza iziko ryawe buri musi. 
Ivyo kurya vyasesetse canke vyazigiriye kuziko hamwe n’amavuta birashobora gutera 
ingorane. Binuka nabi bikazana imbeba n’utundi dukoko. 

Cleaning the Oven and Stove 
Clean any spilled food in the oven 
and on the stove as soon as they 
have cooled. Clean your stove daily. 
Spilled or burned food and grease are 
dangerous. They smell bad and attract 
bugs, rats, and mice. 
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Amavuta canke Ibinure 
Amavuta yasesetse ashobora gutuma abantu 
banyerera kandi agatuma inzu isha. Ntusuke 
amavuta aho kwogereza ibintu. Yasuke 
mugikopo kigaragara uyate hamwe n’uwundi 
mwavu. 

Grease 
Spilled grease can also cause falls and fires. 
Do not put grease down the sink. Pour it into 
an empty can and throw it away in the trash. 
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Gutegura ivyo kurya 
Mu gukata ivyokurya n’imbugita, koresha ikibaho co gukatirako kugirango ntiwonone aho 
utegurira. Ntukatire ibintu aho utegurira ata rubaho. Ntukatire ivyokurya hasi. Uhejeje 

gutegura ivyo kurya, oza ibikoresho vyose ukoresheje 
isabuni n’amazi kugira ngo wirinde udukoko dutera 
indwara. 

Food Preparation 
When chopping or slicing food with a knife, use a 
cutting board to prevent damaging the countertop. 
Never cut directly on the counter top. Never cut 
food on the floor. After preparing food, wash the 
counters and cutting boards with soap and water to 
keep counters clean and to prevent bacteria. 
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Ibibanza vyo/Imeza zo 
gukorerako mu mashiga yawe 
Ntushire isafuriya ishushe aho utegurira. 
Shira munsi y’isafuriya agatambara 
karinda ubushuhe canke isume ihanagura 
amasahani kugirango ntuturire aho 
utegurira. 

Your Counter Tops 
Never put a hot pan directly on a counter 
top. Use a hot pad or dish towel under the 
hot pan to avoid burning the counter. 

Kubika ivyokurya neza 
Ntiwigere narimwe usiga hanze imfungurwa 
zidafundikiye n’akamwanya canke 
agatambara keza ko kwumisha amasahani.  
Ni vyiza gupfundikira ivyo kurya ukabibika 
mu bubiko bukanyisha canke hakongataza 
nk’urubura. Hanagura ububiko bukanyisha 
ukoresheje amazi n’isabune. 

Keeping Food Safe 
Never leave food out on the counter 
without covering it with plastic wrap, foil, or 
a dish towel. It is better to cover food and 
keep it in the refrigerator or freezer. Clean 
the shelves of the refrigerator regularly 
with soap and water. 
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Gutunga Umuryango Wawe mu Magara Meza 
Niyo wagumiza ivyokurya hanze utabibitse, bizotuma mu nzu yawe haza udukoko twinsh
nk’inyenzi, ubunyegeri, imbeba n’ibindi. Isuku mu gutegura hamwe no gushingura 
neza ivyokurya birinda umuryango wawe 
kutarwara bivuye ku vyokurya vyaboze. 

Keeping Your Family Healthy 
If you leave food out, it will attract bugs, rats, 
and mice into your home. Good hygiene 
in food preparation and storing your food 
correctly helps keep your family from 
getting sick from spoiled food. 

i 

Gutunga Umuryango Wawe mu Magara 
Meza 
Wame ukaraba imbere yo guteka no kurya kugira 
ngo wirinde udukoko twotuma umuryango wawe 
urwara. 

Keeping Your Family Healthy 
Always wash your hands with soap before you 
cook or eat food to kill germs that can make you 
and your family sick. 
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Gutunga Umuryango Wawe mu Magara Meza 
Oza n’amazi ivyamwa n’imboga imbere yo 
kubirya, kubikata canke kubiteka kugira ngo 
udukoko twotera indwara tuvemwo. 

Keeping Your Family Healthy 
Rinse fruit and vegetables with water just 
before eating, cutting, or cooking them to get 
rid of possible bacteria that could cause illness. 

Gukoresha imashini yoza 
amasahani 
Imashini yoza amasahani irica 
udukoko twoba turi ku bikoresho. 
Ntihanagura ibiribwa biri ku 
masahani canke ngo gisubirire 
aho gushira umwavu. 

Using the Dishwasher 
A dishwasher kills germs on 
dishes and silverware. It does not 
scrub dishes or take the place of a 
garbage disposal. 
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Gukoresha imashini yoza amasahani 
Shira ivyo kurya vyasigaye ku masahani ahatabwa umwavu, hanyuma uyoze imbere y’uko 
uyashira mucuma coza amasahani. Utegerezwa gukoresha isabune yakorewe icuma coza 
amasahani. Ntukoreshe isabuni y’amazi yo 
gukaraba canke iyo kumesa. 

Using the Dishwasher 
Always put food scraps into the garbage and 
rinse the dishes before putting them into the 
dishwasher. You must use a special soap 
designed for the dishwasher. Never use 
liquid hand soap or laundry detergent in the 
dishwasher. 

Aho kwogereza n’aho guta umwavu 
Aho kwogereza mu gikoni hamwe hamwe hafise inzira yo gucishamwo ivyo kurya vyasigaye 
biseye. Hariho ahanditse “on/off” impande yaho kwogereza. Atsa icuma gisya umwavu mu 
gihe amazi ariko aramanuka. 

Sink and Garbage Disposal 
Some kitchen sinks have garbage disposals 
that shred food waste so it can pass through 
the plumbing. There is an on/off switch next 
to the sink. You should only turn the garbage 
disposal on when the water is on. 
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Aho kwogereza n’aho guta umwavu 
Ntushire ivyuma, amagufa, ibisigazwa vy’amagi amenye, inzuzi z’ivyamwa, ibitunguru, 
iseleri n’ ibindi bintu bitari indya bikomeye mu Cuma gitwara umucafu useye uciye aho 

kwogereza. Aho haca umwavu hafunganye, amazi 
aca aduga akuzura aho kogereza. Ntushire 
intoke mu mwobo w’aho umwavu uca woshobora 
kwikomeretsa. 

Sink and Garbage Disposal 
Never put metal, bones, egg shells, fruit pits, 
onions, celery, or non-food items down the 
garbage disposal. If your garbage disposal 
becomes stuck, water may back up in the sink. 
Never put your hands inside the disposal or you 
may injure yourself. 

Umwavu 
Shira umwavu mu bikoresho vyawo mu nzu 
yawe. Shiramwo ubumwanya imbere yuko 
ushiramwo umwavu. 

Garbage 
Place garbage in the garbage bins in your 
apartment. Line garbage bins with plastic 
garbage bags. 

73 



74 

TOPIC 7—HOUSING 

Umwavu 
Sohora umwavu buri musi kugira ngo wirinde imbeba n’utundi dukoko. Ntushire 
umwavu mu nzira imbere y’inzu yawe. 

Garbage 
Take the garbage out of your 
apartment every day to a garbage 
can or dumpster to prevent 
attracting bugs and mice. Never 
leave garbage in the hallway of the 
apartment building. 

Kwoza mu kazu ka Surwumwe 
Oza akazu ka surwumwe buri yinga. Oza hasi, imbere no hanze y’icobo, aho gukarabira mu 
ntoke hamwe naho kwogera. Ntukorokerezemwo imishatsi canke ibindi bintu kugira ngo 
imiringoti itwara amazi ntizibe. 

Cleaning the Bathroom 
The bathroom must be cleaned 
weekly. This includes the floor, the 
inside and outside of the toilet, sink, 
and bathtub and/or shower. Do 
not allow hair or other items to go 
down the drain or the drain may 
get clogged. 
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Ingorane z’icobo 
Koresha akaroso k’isuku mu kwoza icobo. 
Ntukoreshe ako karoso ahandi hantu na 
hamwe. Ntumanure n’amazi vya bindi 
abagore bakoresha vy’isuku, indya, canke 
ibintu binini binini mu cobo.  Icobo cuzuriwe, 
hamagara uwukotesha ubwo nyene. 

Toilet Problems 
Use a brush to clean inside the toilet. Do 
not use the toilet brush for anything else. 
Never flush female sanitary products, food, 
or large amounts of toilet paper down 
the toilet. If the toilet overflows, call your 
landlord immediately. 

Amazi asesetse 
Gumiza igitambara gitangira amazi 
yo koga aho wogera kandi uhanagure 
ayasesetse hasi. Ntureke amazi ngo 
atembe hasi kuko arashobora gutera 
ingorane canke akuzurana. 

Water Leaks and Spills 
Keep the shower curtain inside the 
bathtub and always clean up water on the 
floor. Do not allow water to escape onto 
the floor because it can cause flooding 
and water damage. 
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Kumesa Impuzu 
•	 Shira impuzu n'isabuni mu mashini yo 

kumesa. 
•	 Atsa imashini. Ntushire impuzi nyinshi mu 

mashini y’ukumesa canke yumisha. 
•	 Igihe cose ugire wumishe, kura umucafu uri 

mu mashini yo kwumisha kugira ngo wirinde 
guturira inzu. 

Doing Laundry 
•	 Put clothing and laundry detergent into the 

machine. 
•	 Start the machine. Do not over pack clothes 

into the washing machine or dryer. 
•	 Always clean out the lint filter in the dryer 

before using the dryer to avoid causing a fire. 

Amakete 
Ugurura usome amakete yawe. Shira impapuro nkenerwa mu bubiko. Shira amakete 
adakenewe aho uta umwavu. Ntiwigere usinya ibintu udatahura. 

Mail 
Open and read your mail and put 
important papers in a safe place. 
Dispose of junk mail in a trash can in your 
home. Never sign something you do not 
understand. 
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Ibisabwa 
Abakotesha basaba ko wandika ikete ryo 
gusaba imbere y’uko bakora ivyononekaye 
mu nzu. Koresha urupapuro wahawe 
n'uwukotesha mu gusaba ko ivyapfuye mu 
nzu yawe bikorwa. Menyesha uwukotesha 
mu maguru masha mugihe ufise ingorane 
z'imbeba n'utundi dukoko two mu nzu. 

Requests 
Landlords often require a written request 
before they will make repairs in your 
apartment. Use a repair request form from 
your landlord to write this request. Inform 
your landlord immediately if you are having 
problems with bugs, rats, mice, or plumbing. 

Amategeko y’inzu 
Hariho amategeko agenga igitigiri c'abantu bategerezwa kuba mu nzu. Ni wewe 
utegerezwa kumenyesha uwukotesha igitigiri c'abantu baba mu nzu yawe. Uwukotesha 
arashobora kukwirukana mu nzu ubamwo mugihe udakurikije ayo mategeko ngenderwak

Occupancy Rule 
There are rules on how many 
people are allowed to live in an 
apartment. It is your responsibility 
to follow the rules and let your 
landlord know how many people are 
living in your home. The landlord 
can tell you to leave your home if 
you do not follow this rule. 

o. 
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Kuba umubanyi mwiza 
Abantu benshi baba mu mazu rusangi baryama isaha zine z’ijoro. Abana bagume bahoze, 
ntimutere induru muganira canke ngo muvuze umuziki cane hagati y'isaha zine z’ijoro 
n’isaha zibiri zo mu gitondo. 

Being a Good Neighbor 
Most people living in 
apartments go to sleep 
around 10 p.m. Please 
keep children quiet, keep 
conversations at a low level, 
and do not play loud music 
between 10 p.m. and 8 a.m. 

Kuba umubanyi mwiza 
Hagize ingorane ziba hagati yawe n’ababanyi bawe, zironderere umuti hamwe. Niwaba 
utabishoboye, baza uwukotesha agufashe. 

Being a Good Neighbor 
If you have disagreements with your neighbors, try to resolve them together. If you cannot, 
ask your landlord to help. 



79 

TOPIC 7—HOUSING 

Kuriha ivyakoreshejwe 
Utegerezwa kuriha inzu, umuyagankuba ukoresha hamwe n'ibintu BURI KWEZI. 
Ibiharurwa mu kuriha umuyagankuba ni amatara, icuma gishuhisha hamwe n’igikanyisha.  
Uwukotesha ategerezwa kuriha aya mahera. Umuyagankuba urashobora kuzimba. 
Koresha ubu buryo kugira ngo nturihe amahera arengeje. 

Paying Your Bills 
You must pay your rent, utilities, and other 
bills on time EACH MONTH. Utilities usually 
include heat, electricity, and air conditioning. 
The tenant is responsible for paying these 
utilities. Utilities can be very expensive. 
Follow these tips to keep your utility bills low. 

Kugabanya umuyagankuba no kuziganya amahera 
Mugihe icuma gishusha canke gikanyisha kiriko kiraka, ugara amadirisha hamwe 
n'imiryango. 

Conserving Energy and 
Saving Money 
If the furnace, heater, or air 
conditioner is running, keep the 
windows and doors closed. 
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Kugabanya umuyagankuba no kuziganya amahera 
Hariho igipimo kiringaniza ubushuhe mu nzu yawe. Mugihe hakanye cane, iki gipimo 
gitegerezwa kuba kuri 65 canke 75. Muci, gishire kuri 70 canke 75 niwaba ufise icuma 
gikanyisha. 

Conserving Energy and Saving Money 
The thermostat controls the temperature 
in your apartment. In the winter, the 
thermostat should be set between 65 and 
70 degrees. In the summer, if you have air 
conditioning, it should be set between 70 and 
75 degrees. 

Kugabanya umuyagankuba no 
kuziganya amahera 
Usohotse hanze, siga uzimije amatara 
kugira ngo ugabanye amahera 
y'umuyagankuba. 

Conserving Energy and Saving 
Money 
Turn off the lights when you leave your 
apartment to save money on electricity. 
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Kugabanya umuyagankuba no kuziganya 
amahera 
Gumiza umuryango w’icuma gikanyisha ivyo kurya 
wugaye. Ugumije uyu muryango wuguruye uba 
uriko uronona umuyagankuba kandi bituma ivyo 
kurya bibora. 

Conserving Energy and Saving Money 
Keep the refrigerator door closed as much as 
possible. Leaving the refrigerator door open 
wastes electricity and can cause food to spoil. 

Kwimuka 
Birakenewe ko usinya impapuro zemeza ko uba mu nzu. Kenshi zisaba ko wemera kuba 
muri iyo nzu n’imiburiburi amezi cumi n’abiri. Menyesha uwukotesha mu rwandiko ko 
ugomba kwimuke hasigaye ukwezi ngo uve mu nzu. 

Moving Out 
It is important to complete 
your lease. Most leases ask 
that you agree to live in the 
apartment or house for twelve 
months. Give your landlord a 
month’s notice in writing before 
moving out. 
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Kwimuka 
Nimba inzu warayifashe neza 
kandi wararishe buri kwezi, 
uwukotesha azogusubiza 
amahera y’imfata kibanza 
watanze. 

Moving Out 
At the end of the lease, the landlord 
will return the security deposit only 
if the apartment is in good condition
and if the rental payments are 
current. 
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Mu ncamake 
Wibuke: 

• 	 Kuriha buri kwezi udacerewe 
• 	 Kugira isuku 
• 	 Kutonona ibintu 
• 	 Gukurikirana amakete yawe 
• 	 Kutonona amashanyarazi 
• 	 Kuba umubanyi mwiza 

Summary 
Remember to: 

• 	 Pay your bills on time 
• 	 Keep things clean 
• 	 Take care of property 
• 	 Pay attention to your mail 
• 	 Do not waste energy, and 
• 	 Be a good neighbor and tenant 
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