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TOPIC 1 — LAWS AND RIGHTS 

Amategeko Akurikizwa 
Ng’ibi ibintu bihambaye vyerekeye amategeko akurikizwa muri Leta Zunze Ubum-
we za Amerika: 

 •  Amateka n’amategeko umuntu wese ategetswe gukurikiza. Hariho am 
ategeko y’igihugu cose, y’intara yose, hamwe n’amategeko y’aho umuntu 
yegereye aba. 

 •  Urwego rujejwe gukingira umutekano rurakingira kandi rugafasha 
abantu rukongera rukubahiriza amategeko. 

 •  Sentare nizo zisigura amategeko zigashinga ko umuntu yera canke 
yayarenze. Hari za sentare z’ubwoko bwinshi, harimwo n’izijejwe 
ivy’abasohoka n’abinjira mu gihugu n’ivy’amategeko agenga gutwara 
imodokari. 

Gutegera neza ingene ivy’amategeko bitunganijwe bizogufasha wewe 
n’umuryango wawe kubaho mu mutekano kandi wirinde ingorane. 

Legal System 

 •  Courts inter-
pret laws and 
decide if people 
are innocent or 
guilty. There are 
different types 
of courts, includ-
ing immgration 
court and traffic 
court. 

Understanding the legal 
system will help keep you 
and your family safe and 
out of trouble. 

Here are a few important facts about the legal system in the United 
States: 

 •  Laws are rules everyone must follow. There are federal (national), 
state, and local laws. 

 •  Police protect and help people  and enforce laws. 
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Menya Uburenganzira Bwawe 
Kubera ufise uruhusha rwemejwe n’amategeko rwo kubaho bimwe vya ntayegayez-
wa muri Leta Zunze Ubumwe za Amerika (legal resident), urafise uburenganzira 
bwo: 
 •  Kuvuga icushatse 
 •  Gufatwa neza nk’abandi ukagirirwa ibigirirwa abandi 
 •  Kwanka ko umuntu asaka ibintu vyawe atazanye urukaratasi rutegetswe
  n’amategeko rumuha uruhusha rwo kugusaka 
 •  Kwanka kwishura ibibazo ubajije n’abategetsi bajejwe umutekano canke
  abajejwe gusohoka no kwinjira mu gihugu 

Know Your Rights 
As a legal resident in the United States, you have the right to: 

 •  Speak freely 
 •  Be treated equally 
 •  Refuse to allow someone to search through your belongings without 

a warrant 
 •  Remain silent when questioned by police or immigration authorities 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

TOPIC 1 — LAWS AND RIGHTS 

Menya Uburenganzira Bwawe 
Ubundi burenganzira ufise ni: 

• 	 Kuba no gukora ahariho hose mu gihugu 
• 	 Kuja kwiga mu mashule ya Leta canke za kaminuza za mbere za Leta 

(colleges) 
• 	 Kuhatungira amatungo yawe 
• 	 Gusaba ikarata iguha uburenganzira bwo kuba ntayegayezwa mu 

gihugu igihe cose ushakiye (green card) canke kuronka ubwenegihugu 
iyo ukwije ivyangombwa vyo kubironka 

Know Your Rights 
Other rights you have are to: 

• 	 Live and work anywhere in the country 
• 	 Attend public schools and colleges 
• 	 Own property 
• 	 Apply for permanent residency (green card) and citizenship when you 

are eligible 
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Ivyo Ujejwe 
Urafise n’ivyo ujejwe, hakaba harimwo ibi: 

• 	 Kwubaha amategeko yose. 
• 	 Kuriha ikori ryo mu gihugu cose, ryo mu ntara hamwe n’aho uba. 
• 	 Kwuzuza urupapuro AR-11 mu minsi icumi igihe cose wimutse. 
• 	 Kwiyandikisha Gukorera Igihugu (Selective Service) ni waba uri umwana 

umuhungu afise imyaka iri hagati ya 18 na 26 y’amavuko. Ushobora kubi-
girira kw’iposita. 

Responsibilities 
You also have responsibilities to do certain things, including: 

• 	 Obey all laws. 
• 	 Pay federal, state, and local taxes. 
• 	 Fill out an AR-11 form within 10 days every time you move to a new 

address. 
• 	 Register for Selective Service if you are a male between 18 and 26 years 

old. You can do this at the post office. 
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Amakosa Ahambaye 
N’ikosa rihambaye gukubita umuntu, naho yoba ari uwo mwubakanye, abana, 
abagenzi canke umuntu utazi. Kurwana bishobora kwadukamwo gufungwa. 

Violent Crime 
It is a crime to physically hurt someone, including a spouse, children, friends, or 
strangers. Acts of violence may result in arrest and imprisonment. 
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Amategeko Yerekeye Ivyo Guhuza Ibitsina 
Amategeko arabuza mu ntara nka zose guha amahera umuntu kugira ngo musam-
bane; ku bantu bakuze kirazira gusambana n’umuntu atarashikana imyaka cumi 
n’umunani, naho uyo mwana yoba yavyemeye. Ku kazi, amategeko arabuza guter-
ana amajambo, gutongoza canke gukora ibikorwa biriranye n’ubusambanyi. Ivyo 
vyitwa gusagiriza umuntu ushaka ko musambana, kandi bishobora kukubera inkwezi 
y’ugukurwa mu kazi. 

Laws Related to Sex 
It is illegal in most states to pay someone for sex and for adults to have sex 
with someone under eighteen years old, even if the child agrees. In the work 
place, it is illegal to make offensive comments, requests, or actions relating to 
sex. This is called sexual harassment and you could lose your job. 
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Amategeko Agenga Kugendesha Imodokari 
Ushatse kugendesha umuduga, genda mu biro bijejwe gutanga uruhusha rwo kugen-
desha imiduga mu ntara ubamwo, usabe ikarata iguha uruhusha rwo kugendesha 
uriko uriga, hanyuma uze usabe ikarata nyakuri iguha uruhusha rwo kugendesha 
umuduga. Bashobora kugupima ko ubona neza canke bakakubaza amategeko agen-
ga utwara imiduga mu ntara ubamwo. Hinduza ikarata iguha uruhusha rwo gutwara 
umuduga uko imyaka itanu iheze kandi ubigire imbere yuko igihe kirengana. 

Driving Laws 
If you want to drive a car, you must go to your state’s Department of Motor 
Vehicles and apply for a learner’s permit and then a driver’s license. You 
may have to pass a vision test and a test about your state’s driving laws. 
Renew your driver’s license every few years before the expiration date. 
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Amategeko Agenga Kugendesha Imodokari 
Amategeko agenga kugendesha imodokari aratandukanye uvuye mu ntara uja mu 
yindi. Utegerezwa kumenya amategeko y’intara iyariyo yose imbere yuko utwara 
umuduga muri iyo ntara. Mu ntara nyinshi, umushoferi hamwe n’abo atwaye bat-
egerezwa kwambara umusipi wo kwibohera ku ntebe bicayeko. Abana bategerezwa 
kuba bicaye mu nyegamo yagenewe abana (car seat) iyo babatwaye mu modokari. 

Driving Laws 
Driving laws can differ in each state. You should know each state’s driving laws 
before you drive there. In most states, the driver and passengers must wear seat 
belts. Young children must be in a car seat while riding in a car. 
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Amategeko Agenga Kugendesha Imodokari 
Amategeko arabuza kugendesha imodokari utagira ikarata iguha uruhusha rwo 
kugendesha umuduga canke kunywa ibiboreza canke ibiyayura mutwe imbere 
canke igihe uriko uragendesha imodokari. Mu ntara nyinshi, amategeko ara-
hana kuvugira canke kwandikirana kuri telefoni uriko uragendesha imodokari. 
Kurenga amategeko yo kugendesha umuduga bituma utanga ihadabu, uja mu 
munyororo, canke wikomeretsa canke ugakomeretsa abandi bantu. 

Driving Laws 
It is illegal to drive without a driver’s license or to drink alcohol or take drugs 
before or while you are driving. In many states, it is illegal to talk or text on a 
phone while driving. Breaking driving laws could result in paying a fine, going to 
jail, or causing injury to yourself or others. 
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Kugendesha Imodokari hamwe n’Urwego Rujejwe Umutekano (Igipolisi) 
Ubonye imodokari y’abajejwe umutekano iri inyuma yawe iguma yatsa izimya am-
atara (flashing lights), hagararika imodokari yawe ku ruhande rw’ibarabara. Imodo-
kari y’abajejwe umutekano ihagaraye inyuma yawe, zimya imodokari ugume muriyo. 
Umukuru w’abajejwe umutekano ni yegera hafi y’imodokari yawe, manura idirisha 
ugumize amaboko ku cuma c’umuzingi co gutumbereza aho imodokari igana ija 
(Volant). Igihe uwujejwe umutekano abigusavye , utegererezwa kwerekana uruhu-
sha rwo gutwara imodokari hamwe n’ikarata y’imodokari. Abajejwe umutekano 
wo kw’ibarabara bashobora kuguhagarika kuko warenze amategeko, nko kwiruka 
ukarenza umuvuduko wemewe n’itegeko. Umukuru w’abajejwe umutekano asavye 
gusaka imodokari yawe, urafise uburenganzira bwo kumwankira. 

Driving and the Police 
If you see a police car behind you with flashing lights, stop your car on the side of 
the road in a safe place. If the police car stops behind you, turn off your car and 
stay inside. When the police officer approaches your car, roll down your window 
and then keep your hands on the steering wheel. You must show your driver’s 
license and registration if the officer asks for them. The police may stop you for 
breaking laws, like driving faster than the speed limit. If a police officer asks to 
search your car, you have the right to say no. 
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Urwego Rujejwe Umutekano (Igipolisi) 
Mu bihugu bimwe bimwe, abantu bam-
baye impuzu zibaranga barashobora 
guhungabanya umutekano. Ino, abajejwe 
umutekano canke abandi bategetsi bara-
kingira bakongera bagafasha abantu. 
Hamagara 911 ni wabona abariko bakora 
ububisha, ni waba usagirijwe canke ni 
waba ufise ubwoba bw’uko umutekano 
wawe wogeramirwa. Gamburukira abaje-
jwe umutekano. Bashatse kukuvugisha, 
ntiwiruke. Ni wame uvugana urufasoni. 
Ntukore canke ngo ukankamire abajejwe 
umutekano. 

The Police 
In some countries, people in uniform 
may be dangerous. Here, the police 
and other authorities protect and help 
people. Call 911 if you see a crime, if 
you have been threatened, or if you are 
worried about your safety. Obey the 
police. If they want to talk to you, do 
not run away. Always be polite. Do not 
touch or shout at the police. 
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Kurenga Amategeko no Kwirukanwa mu Gihugu 
Menya ko naho woba ufise uruhusha ntayegayezwa rwo kuba mu gihugu, ukoze 
ububisha bumwe bumwe ushobora gufungwa, kutaronka ubwenegihugu, canke 
gutabwa inyuma y’igihugu. Mur’ubwo bubisha hari: 
 •  Gutera ubwoba canke kugirira nabi uwo mwubakanye, uwo mubana canke
  abana 
 •  Gufasha umuntu kwinjira muri Amerika bidaciye mu mategeko 
 •  Kudafasha umuryango wawe mu gutanga amahera yo kubatunga 
 •  Kunywa canke gucuruza ibiyayura umutwe 
 •  Gukora ububisha bubangamiye ubuzima, 
 nko gusambanya umuntu ku
  nguvu canke kwica 
 •  Gukora ivy’iterabwoba 
Amategeko arabuza kandi gutanga 
amakuru y’ikinyoma igihe uriko 
urasaba ibintu muri Leta, gutanga 
agashimwe canke guha igiturire 
umukozi wa Leta, gusaba kugira 
canke kugirirwa ivyamfurambi ku 
mahera canke kuco yogufasha. 

Crime and Deportation 
Even if you are a legal permanent 
resident, certain crimes may send 
you to jail, stop you from becoming a 
citizen, or get you deported. 
These include: 
 •  Threatening or abusing
  your spouse, partner, or children 
 •  Helping someone enter the United States illegally 
 •  Not supporting your family financially 
 •  Using or selling illegal drugs 
 •  Committing violent crimes, such as rape or murder 
 •  Committing acts of terrorism 
It is also illegal to provide false information on public benefits applications, to tip 
or bribe public officials, or to exchange sexual favors for money or help. 
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Ufashwe Ugafungwa 
Ufashwe ugafungwa, uzojanwa ku biro vy’abajejwe umutekano. Ntiwanke ngo udada-
ze canke ngo urwane. Urafise uburengane bwo kuronka umushingwamanza. Musa-
be buno nyene. Ntutegerezwa kwishura ibibazo bakubajije umushingwamanza wawe 
atarashika. Ntubeshe. Guhora ntihagire ico uvuga bisumba kubesha. Ushobora 
kuja imbere y’ubutangane kugira bemeze yuko warenze amategeko. Urafise uburen-
ganzira bwo kuba uri kumwe n’umushingwamanza canke uwuhindura ururimi uvuga.  
Udashobora kubirihira, urwego rw’ubutungane rushobora kubaguha. 

If You Are Arrested 
If you are arrested, you will go to a police station. Do not argue or fight. You have 
the right to a lawyer. Ask for one immediately. You do not have to answer ques-
tions until your lawyer is there. Do not lie. It is better to say nothing than to lie. You 
may go to court to decide if you are guilty of the crime. It is your right to have a 
lawyer and an interpreter help you. If you cannot afford them, the court will provide 
them. 



Mu Ncamake 
Kuba muri Leta Zunze Ubumwe 
za Amerika biguha uburenganzira 
bwinshi. Ni waba wibaza ko uburen-
ganzira bwawe bugeramiwe canke 
niwaba utumva ingene worangura 
ivyo utegerezwa kurangura, vugana 
n’uwujejwe gukurikirana ibikwerekeye 
canke umukuru w’abajejwe 
umutekano. 

Summary 
Living in the United States gives you 
many rights. If you think your rights 
are being violated or you do not under-
stand how to fulfill your responsibili-
ties, talk to a case worker or police 
officer. 
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