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TOPIC 1 — BECOMING A U.S. CITIZEN 

Kuronka Ubwenegihugu Muri Leta Zunze Ubumwe Z’Amerika 

Abantu bimukira muri Leta Zunze Ubumwe z’Amerika bavuye mu bindi bihugu, hakaba 
harimwo impunzi, ntibaca baronka buno nyene ubwenegihugu bwa Leta Zunze Ubumwe 
z’Amerika. Kugira ngo uronke ubwenegihugu, ushobora gusaba kuronka urupapuro 
rwemeza ko usanzwe uba mu gihugu, ukabisaba umaze umwaka uba muri Leta Zunze 
Ubumwe z’Amerika. Ushikanye imyaka itanu kuva ushitse, ushobora kwemererwa gu
saba ubwenegihugu. Amabwirizwa n’inzira bicamwo bishobora gutandukana bivuye ku 
bantu n’abandi. Usanzwe wubatse ukaba usangiye urugo n’uwufise ubwenegihugu bwa 
Leta Zunze Ubumwe z’Amerika canke ukaba ufise imyaka y’amavuko iri munsi ya 18, 
bashobora kugusaba ibindi bintu. 

Iki gisata kizoguha urutonde rw’ibikenewe n’inzira wocamwo. Niwaba ushaka gutohoza 
gusumba, genda kuri site www.cliniclegal.org/resources/citizenship-us-handbook ca 
Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC). Ushatse amakuru arushirije genda 
kuri site www.uscis.gov y’Ibiro Bijejwe Ubwenegihugu n’Abinjira mu gihugu (Citizenship 
and Immigration Services), hamagara inomero 1-800-870-3676, canke saba impanuro 
ibiro bijejwe ivyerekeye amategeko (USCIS). 



Becoming a U.S. Citizen 
People who move to the United States from other countries, including refugees, are 
not automatically U.S. citizens. To become a citizen, you must apply to become a lawful 
permanent resident (LPR) after one year 
of living in the United States. Five years 
from your arrival date, you are eligible to 
apply for citizenship. Rules and process
es can be different for different people. 
If you are married to and living with a 
U.S. citizen or are under 18 years old, 
you may have different requirements. 

This section will provide an overview of 
these requirements and processes. For 
more details, visit the Catholic Legal Im



migration Network, Inc. (CLINIC) at www.cliniclegal.org/resources/citizenship-us-hand
book. For further information, visit U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) at 
www.uscis.gov, call 1-800-870-3676, or seek professional legal immigration counsel. 
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TOPIC 1 — BECOMING A U.S. CITIZEN 

Kuronka Ubwenegihugu Muri Leta Zunze Ubumwe Z’Amerika 
Kuronka uruhusha rwo kuronka ubwenegihugu muri Leta Zunze Ubumwe z’Amerika kan
di bizanana n’ububasha, iteka,hamwe n’amabanga. Bisaba kwubahiriza no gukunda Leta 
Zunze Ubumwe z’Amerika kandi, mu bisanzwe, guheba ubwenegihugu bw’ikindi gihugu. 
Imbere yo kubisaba, abantu bategerezwa: 
•	 Kuba 	warabaye 	mu 	ntara 	igengwa 	na 	USCIS 	aho 	ushaka 	guronkera 	ubwenegihugu 	

amezi atari munsi y’atatu imbere yuko ubisaba 
•	 Ukaba 	wimutse, 	saba 	yuko 	bimura 	ibikaratasi 	vyerekeye 	kubisaba 	wongere 	umenye

she USCIS aho wimukiye mu kwuzuza igikaratasi AR-11 
•	 Kuba 	ushobora 	kuvuga 	icongereza 	gisanzwe 	ca 	minsi 	yose 	(ariko 	hariho 	abashobra 	

kubirekurirwa) 
•	 Kumenya 	ibiranga 	igihugu 	bisanzwe 	vyerekeye 	kahise 	na 	leta 	muri 	Leta 	Zunze 	

Ubumwe z’Amerika 
•	 Kumenya 	ukongera 	ukemera 	ibigenga 	Ibwirizwa 	Shingiro 
•	 Kuba 	utari 	mu 	nzira 	yo 	kwirukanwa 	canke 	kuba 	utimirije 	gufatirwa 	ingingo 	yo 	kwiru

kanwa mu gihugu 







Becoming a U.S. Citizen 
Naturalization is the process of becoming a U.S. citizen and comes with rights, privi
leges, and responsibilities. It requires loyalty to the United States and, usually, giving up 
citizenship to other countries. 
Before applying, individuals must: 
•	 Have 	been 	in 	the 	United 	States 	for 	at 	least 	30 	months 	of 	the 	last 	five 	years 
•	 Have 	lived 	in 	the 	USCIS 	district 	where 	you 	plan 	to 	

file for citizenship for at  least three months 
before filing (If you move, request to transfer your 
application and notify USCIS of the new address 
by filing form AR-11) 

•	 Be 	able 	to 	communicate 	in 	basic 	English 	(there 	
are exceptions) 

•	 Know 	basic 	information 	about 	U.S. 	history 	and 	
government 

•	 Know 	and 	accept 	the 	principles 	of 	the 	Constitution 
•	 Have 	no 	outstanding 	deportation 	or 	removal 	or

ders pending 
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TOPIC 1 — BECOMING A U.S. CITIZEN

 Kwitegurira Gutangura Kubisaba 
Imbere yo kubisaba, itegure mu: 
•	 Kwiga 	icongereza 
•	 Kwiga 	kahise 	n’inyigisho 	zerekeye 	gukunda 	igihugu 	c’amavuko 
•	 Kwiga 	ivyo 	umunyagihugu 	afitiye 	ububasha 	bwo 	kugirirwa 	hamwe 	n’ivy’ategerezwa 	

gukorera igihugu 
•	 Kwuzuza 	ukarungika 	urukaratasi 	N-400 	rwo 	gusaba 	kuronka 	ubwenegihugu 	usanga 	

kuri www.uscis.gov 	hamwe 	n’ibikaratasi 	vyose 	vyo 	kwuzuza 	bijana. 		Hamagara 	umu
rongo wa telefoni 1-800-375-5283 ubaze aho dosiye yawe igeze canke kugira ngo 
ubwire USCIS aho usigaye ubarizwa. 



Preparing for the Application Process 
Before applying, prepare by: 
•	 Studying 	English 
•	 Learning 	about 	U.S. 	history 	and 	civics 
•	 Learning 	about 	the 	rights 	and 	responsibilities 	of 	citizenship 
•	 Submit 	the 	N-400 	Application 	for 	Naturalization, 	found 	at 	www.uscis.gov, with all 

related forms. Call 1-800-375-5283 to ask about your application or update your 
address with USCIS. 



		

 

	 	

  

TOPIC 1 — BECOMING A U.S. CITIZEN 

Kwitegurira Gutangura Kubisaba 
Rungika ikopi y’ikarata I-551 (Uruhusha rwo Kuba mu Gihugu) hamwe n’urupapuro rwa 
banki rw’amahera utegerezwa kuriha canke utegeke ibanki yawe kuyarungika, ubirungi
kane hamwe n’urupapuro N-400. Nturungike amahera abona. Baza ibiro vyo kumenye
sha amakuru vya USCIS kuvyerekeye amahera utegerezwa kuriha, canke yuko ushobora 
kugirirwa imbabazi yo kutayatanga, canke yuko hari ibindi bikaratasi utegerezwa gushiki
riza. 

Tanga amafoto ndangamuntu agereranije ubitangane na N-400. Ayo mafoto ategerez
wa kuba atarenza iminsi 30 afashwe uravye umunsi usabiyeko, ategerezwa kwera inyu
ma y’isanamu yawe, agategerezwa kwerekana neza mu maso kuva ku ruhanga rwawe. 
Kirazira kuba wifutse mu mutwe kiretse ni waba ubitegekwa n’idini. Andika izina ryawe 
hamwe n’inomero usabirako ukoresheje ikaramu ry’igiti, uvyandike inyuma yayo mafoto 
yawe. 

Preparing for the Application Process 
Send a photocopy of your Form I-551 (Permanent Resident Card) and a check or money 
order for the fee amount with the N-400. Do not send cash. Contact USCIS for informa
tion about the fee, if you can be excused from paying the fee, or if you must submit extra 
forms. 

Submit two standard passport-
style photographs with the 
N-400. Photographs should be 
taken within 30 days of submis
sion, have a white background, 
and a full view of the face from 
the front. Your head should not 
be covered unless otherwise 
required by religious beliefs. 
Write your name and applica
tion number lightly in pencil on 
the back of the pictures. 
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TOPIC 1 — BECOMING A U.S. CITIZEN 

Mu Vyo Wotegerezwa Kwama Wirinda 

Kugira  uronke  ubwenegihugu  bwa  Leta  Zunze  Ubumwe  z’Amerika,  utegerezwa  gusonera  no 
kugamburukira  amategeko,  ukongera  ukerekana  yuko  ufise  umutima  mwiza  wo  gukora  ivyiza. 
Mu vyo wotegerezwa kwama wirinda harimwo: 
•	 Kwama	 uborewe 
•	 Gushurashura 
•	 Kuba	 uharitse 
•	 Kwigenza	 nabi	 ukarenga	 amategeko 
•	 Kubesha	 kugira	 ngo	 uronke	 ubwenegihugu	 canke

uronke inyungu yo kwinjira mu gihugu 
•	 Kwica	 canke	 gusinzikariza	 abandi	 ubuzima 
•	 Kuja	 mu	 bikorwa	 vy’iterabwoba	 bihungabanya	 

umutekano 

 

Mu makosa abuza abantu kuronka ubwenegihugu, hari: 
•	 Kwica 
•	 Gukorera	 umuntu	 ivyamfura	 mbi 
•	 Gushurashuza	 abana 
•	 Gutera	 umuntu	 ukoresheje	 inguvu 
•	 Gucuruza	 ibiyayura	 umutwe,	 ibirwanisho	 bicira	 umuliro,	 

canke kugurisha abantu 
•	 Guhemukira	 igihugu	 bimwe	 bikomeye 
Vuga amakosa yose wakoze mu kurenga amategeko, naho 
yoba ari amakosa adahambaye. Ni wabesha kuvyerekeye 
gukora amakosa, bazokwima ubwenegihugu. 

Activities to Avoid 

To become a U.S. citizen, you must respect and obey the 
law, and exhibit good moral character. 
Activities to avoid include: 
Habitual	 drunkenness,	 Engaging	 in	 prostitution,	 Practicing	 polygamy,	 Illegal	 gambling,	 Lying	 
to get naturalization or immigration benefits, Committing crimes, Terrorist acts. 
Crimes that prevent people from becoming citizens include: 
Murder, Rape, Sexual abuse of a child, Violent assault, Trafficking of drugs, firearms, or 
people, Aggravated felonies. 
Report all crimes, even if they are minor. If you lie about committing crimes, you will be 
denied citizenship. 
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TOPIC 1 — BECOMING A U.S. CITIZEN 

Ivyo  Ufitiye  Uburenganzira  Bwo  Kugirirwa,  Ivyo  Urekuriwe,  Hamwe  N’Ivyo  Ujejwe 
Abenegihugu barafise ivyo bafitiye ububasha n’ivyo barekuriwe gukorerwa: 
•	 Uruhusha 	rwihutirwa	 mu	 gusaba	 kwinjiza	 umuryango	 kuba	 muri	 Leta	 Zunze	 Ubumwe	 

z’Amerika 
•	 Gushobora	 gutorwa	 mu	 baronka	 imfashanyo	 canke	 agasaho	 ko	 kwiga 
•	 Gushobora	 gutorwa 	mu	 kazi 	karekuriwe 	abenegihugu 	gusa 
•	 Gushobora 	kuja 	mu 	murwi	 w’abaronka	 imfashanyo	 y’ubumuga	 (muri	 za	 leta	 aho	 

babanza gusaba kuba ufise ubwenegihugu) 
•	 Ububasha	 bwo	 gutora	 mu	 matora	 yose 
•	 Ububasha	 bwo	 kuronka	 urukaratasi 	rw’ingenzi 	rwa	 Leta	 Zunze	 Ubumwe	 z’Amerika 

Abenegihugu barafise ivyo baterezwa kurangura harimwo: 
•	 Kuja 	gusasa	 mu	 nama	 rubamba 
 °  Izo nama rubamba zigizwe n’abenegihugu basabwe kwumviriza no gufa   

sha guca imanza zo muri sentare. 
•	 Utegerezwa	 kuriha	 ikori	 kuvyo	 utunze 

Rights, Privileges, and Responsibilities 
Citizens have rights and privileges that include: 
•	 Priority	 when	 applying	 to	 bring	 family	 members	 to	 live	 in	 the	 United	 States 
•	 Eligibility	 for	 certain	 grants	 and	 scholarships 
•	 Eligibility	 for	 jobs 	open 	only 	to	 citizens 
•	 Eligibility	 for	 disability	 benefits	 (in	 states	 where	 citizenship	 is	 required) 	
•	 Ability 	to 	vote	 in	 all	 elections 
•	 Eligibility	 for	 a	 U.S.	 passport 

Citizens also have responsibilities that include: 
•	 May 	be 	required	 to	 serve	 on	 a	 jury 
 °  Juries are groups of citizens who are asked to hear and help decide a  

court case. 
•	 Must	 pay	 income	 taxes 



8 

TOPIC 1 — BECOMING A U.S. CITIZEN 

Ikibazo N’Umubonano Vyo Gusaba Ubwenegihugu 
Uzoronka umubonano wo kuvugishwa no gukora ikibazo umaze kwuzuza urupapuro 
N-400,	 wongere	 utere	 igikumu	 ku	 biro	 bikwegereye 	vya	 USCIS.		 Udashoboye	 kugenda	 kuri	 
uwo mubonano, gerageza uvugane n’ibiro vya USCIS mu maguru masha. Mu gusubira 
kuronka uwo mubonano bishobora gufata amezi menshi, gerageza lero kuja kur’uwo mu
bonano wongere ushikeyo kare igihe wamaze gucererwa. Igihe bariko barakubaza, umu
kozi wa USCIS azokubaza ivyerekeye ugusaba ubwenegihugu bwawe hamwe n’ico wamaze 
mu buzima bwawe. Vugisha ukuri ntubeshe. Umaze kuva muri uyo mubonano, hazoca 
hakurikira ikibazo c’ururimi rw’icongereza hamwe n’ivyerekeye ugukunda igihugu. 




The Naturalization Test and Interview 
You will get an appointment to interview and take the naturalization test after submitting 
Form 	N-400 	and 	having 	your 	fingerprints 	taken 	at 	a 	local 	USCIS 	facility. 		If 	you 	cannot 	go 	
to the appointment, contact the USCIS facility as soon as possible. Rescheduling may take 
several months, so try to go to the appointment and arrive early in case of delays. During 
the interview, a USCIS officer will ask about your application and background. Be honest. 
Once 	the 	interview 	is 	complete 	the 	English 	and 	civics 	tests 	will 	follow. 
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TOPIC 1 — BECOMING A U.S. CITIZEN 

Ikibazo N’Umubonano Vyo Gusaba Ubwenegihugu 

Kugira ngo ukore ico kibazo ukimenye: 
•	 Soma	 ata	 makosa	 iryungane	 rimwe	 uhisemwo	 muri 	atatu 	mu 	congereza 
•	 Andika 	neza 	mu 	congereza	 iryungane	 rimwe	 uhisemwo 	muri 	atatu 	
•	 Ishura	 ata	 makosa	 ibibazo	 bitandatu	 kw’icumi	 vyerekeye	 ubuzima	 bw’igihugu 

Kuvuga icongereza babipi
mira kenshi mu mubonano 
baguha. Uyobewe igice 
na kimwe c’ico kibazo, 
urashobora kugisubiramwo 
hagati y’iminsi 60 na 90. 
Ushobora kubisubiramwo 
kenshi uko ubikenewe 
gushika uzomenye. Iga lero 
ibivyerekeye, uzobisanga 
kuri www.uscis.gov. 



The Naturalization Test and Interview 
To pass the tests: 
•	 Read	 one	 of	 three	 sentences	 correctly	 in	 English 
•	 Write 	one	 of 	three 	sentences 	correctly 	in	 English 
•	 Answer 	six 	of 	ten	 civics	 questions	 correctly 

Spoken	 English	 is 	usually	 tested	 during	 the	 interview.		 If	 you	 fail	 any 	part	 of	 the	 tests,	 you	 
can take them again between 60 and 90 days. You can retake them as many times as you 
need, until you pass. Study materials are on www.uscis.gov. 



	 	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	 	

	 	

TOPIC 1 — BECOMING A U.S. CITIZEN 

Ibihe Bidasanzwe, Uburaro, Hamwe N’Ibirekuriwe 
Ni waba udategerezwa canke urekuriwe kutabazwa ikibazo c’icongereza, uteger
ezwa kubazwa ivyerekeye gukunda igihugu. Ico kibazo ushobora kukibazwa mu rurimi 
rw’amavuko yawe ni waba udashobora kugikora mu congereza. Vugana na USCIS hakiri 
kare ivyerekeye ibi. 

Ushobora kurekurirwa gukora ivyo bibazo uko ari bibiri kubera ubumuga bwo ku mubiri 
canke mu mutwe. Uzuza igipapuro N-648 (cujujwe n’umuganga canke uwuraba ivyo mu 
mutwe), ivyo ubigire imbere y’italiki yo gukorerako ikibazo. Ni waba ufise ubumuga bwo 
ku mubiri canke mu mutwe bituma udashobora gukurikirana inzira yo gusaba ubwenegi
hugu, USCIS izohindura aho wokorera ivyo bibazo. 

Special Circumstances, Accommodations, and Exceptions 
If you are exempt from, or allowed not to take, the English test, you must take the civ 
ics test. You may take it in your native language if unable to in English. Speak to USCIS 
about this as early as possible. 

You may be exempted from both tests because of a physical or developmental disabil
ity. Submit Form 
N-648 (completed 
by a doctor or 
psychologist) to 
USCIS before your 
test date. USCIS 
will change the test
ing environment if 
you have physical 
or mental impair
ments that make it 
difficult to complete 
the naturalization 
process. 
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Gushikirizwa Ingingo Zafashwe 
Ugiye mu mubonano ukongera ukamenya ibibazo uko ari bibiri (canke ukaba urekuriwe 
kutabikora), uzotumirwa Kurahira ko Uzokwama Ushigikira Igihugu wuzuze urupapuro 
N-445	 rugutumira	 mu	 Birori	 vyo	 Kurahira	 Indahiro	 yo 	Kuronka 	Ubwenegihugu. 		Ivyo 	
bishobora kubera umunsi umwe n’uwo kuronka umubonano no gukora ikibazo. Muri 
ico gihe, utegerezwa gusubiza ikarata yaguhaye uruhusha rwo kuba mu gihugu uda
hengeshanya. 		USCIS 	ishobora 	kukubaza	 ibibazo	 biri	 inyuma 	y’urupapuro 	N-445 	ku	 
vyerekeye ico wakoze kuva umunsi w’umubonano. 

Uzoronka uruhusha ruguha ubwenegihugu arico cerekana ko uri umunyamerika. 
Genda kubiro vyerekeye ivy’imibano (Social Security Administration) kugira ngo utange 
ibikwerekeye canke bige ivyerekeye kuguha imfashanyo n’akazi. Ibiro vya hafi cane vya 
SSA ushobora kubitora uravye kuri www.socialsecurity.gov canke uhamagaye inomero 
1-800-772-1213.		 Ni	 waba	 udashobora	 kuja	 mur’ivyo	 birori,	 subiza	 urupapuro	 N-445	 
ushireko ikete risigura igituma, bazoheza baguhe iyindi taliki y’umubonano. 



Receiving a Decision 
If you pass the interview and 
both tests (or are exempted), 
you will be invited to take the 
Oath of Allegiance through Form 
N-445	 Notice	 of	 Naturalization	 
Oath Ceremony. This may take 
place the same day as the inter
view and tests. You must return 
your Permanent Resident Card 
at this time. USCIS may also 
ask questions found on the back 
of	 Form	 N-445	 about	 what	 you	 
have done since your interview. 

You will receive a Certificate of 
Naturalization as proof of U.S. 
citizenship. Go to the nearest Social Security Administration (SSA) office to update 
your information and establish eligibility for certain benefits and employment. The near
est SSA office can be located at www.socialsecurity.gov or by calling 1-800-772-1213.  
If	 you	 cannot	 attend	 the	 ceremony, 	return	 Form	 N-445	 with	 a	 letter	 explaining	 why,	 and	 
you will be rescheduled. Arrive early to check in. 
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Guhagarika No Guhakanirwa 
Ibikwerekeye bishobora guhagarikwa kwigwa igihe uyobewe ibibazo canke igihe USCIS 
itaronse ibikaratasi bikwerekeye. Bashobora kugusaba gukora ibi bikurikira: 
•	 Gusubira	 kuja	 mu	 mubonano	 wa	 kabiri	 canke	 gukora	 ibibazo 
•	 Gutanga	 ibindi	 bikaratasi	 bikwerekeye 

Ni waba wibaza ko USCIS yibeshe, saba uwundi mubonano hamwe n’umwe mu bajejwe 
uruza n’uruja rw’abantu mu gihugu. Wotegerezwa kuronka inkuru y’ingene wobikora 
mw’ikete rikumenyesha ko wahakaniwe. Uzuza urupapuro rubijejwe wongere urungike 
amahera ajana na vyo mu minsi 30 kuva uronse iryo kete. Igihe wibaza ko ukwungu
ruza urubanza kwawe kwahakanywe bidaciye mu buryo, uzuza urupapuro rwo gusaba 
kwungururiza muri Sentare y’Intara ya Leta Zunse Ubumwe z’Amerika. 

Mu bisanzwe, urashobora gusubira gusaba ubwenegihugu inyuma y’italiki yanditse 
mw’ikete waronse. Subira wuzuze impapuro zose zikenewe wongere utange amahera 
ategetswe, wongere ufatwe ukundi gusha igikumu hamwe n’amafoto. Ni waba wa
hakaniwe kuko wayobewe ikibazo, ushobora gusubira gusaba buno nyene, ariko vyiza 
wotenyenya gushika aho wiyumvamwo ko woshobora kumenya ico kibazo. 





Continuations and Denials 
Your case may be continued if you failed tests or 
USCIS did not receive your documents. You may 
be asked to: 
•	 Return	 for	 a	 second	 interview	 or	 retests 
•	 Provide	 additional	 documents 

If you feel that USCIS was wrong, request a hear
ing with an immigration officer. You should receive 
information on how to do this with your denial let
ter. File the form and send the fee within 30 days 
of receiving the letter. If you feel your appeal is 





wrongly denied, file a request for review in U.S. District Court. 

Usually, you may reapply for citizenship  after the date indicated on your letter.  Re
submit all forms and fees, and have your fingerprints and photographs taken again. If 
denied because you failed a test, you may reapply immediately, but it is better to wait 
until you feel you can pass. 
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Gukezwa 
Gukezwa mu gihe co kuronka ubwenegihugu bwa Leta Zunze Ubumwe z’Amerika. Ku 
vyerekeye kumenya ingene woronka igitabo c’ingenzi ca Leta Zunze Ubumwe z’Amerika, 
kwiyandikisha gutora, canke kuronkera ubwene gihugu umuryango wawe, raba: 
www.cliniclegal.org/resources/citizenship-us-handbook. 

Congratulations 
Congratulations on becoming a U.S. citizen. For information on obtaining a U.S. pass
port, registering to vote, or gaining citizenship for your family, visit: www.cliniclegal.org/ 
resources/citizenship-us-handbook. 
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